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n Fort Greene Association Meets
at 7:30 pm on the third Monday of
every other month from September
through May at Lafayette Avenue
Presbyterian Church. (Enter on South
Oxford Street.)  For more informa-
tion send e-mail to fort.greene@veri-
zon.net, or visit the Association’s web
site at fortgreeneny.com.

n Clinton Hill Society Meets 7:30
pm on the third Wednesday of each
month from September through
November and January through
May at St. Luke’s Parish House, 259
Washington Avenue. For more
information send e-mail to
info@ClintonHillSociety.org, or visit
the web site at clintonhillsociety.org.

n 88th Precinct Community and
Youth Council Meets on the third
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm.
Locations vary.  (718) 636-6511
ext.526x. After-school programs
and tutoring: Tuesday through
Thursday at PS 67 (61 St. Edwards
Street) from 3-5:00 pm. For infor-
mation call the 88th Precinct Youth
Office (718) 636-6569; or Delia
Hunley-Adossa (718) 636-6517.

n St. Mary’s Community Services,
Inc. Since 1988 St. Mary’s
Community Services, Inc., has pro-
vided programs for children and
adults. All programs aim to help
community members achieve
improved, higher-quality lives
through educational support and
achievement through fundamental
academic learning and job-skill
training. The diverse programs
include: tutoring during school
hours at Middle School 117; job
readiness and GED training; weekly
meetings that include recreation;
education concerning matters of
health, finances, community issues
and more for persons 50 years or
older; and summer youth-employ-
ment assistance. 230 Classon
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11205.
Gregory Longchamp, Executive
Director (718) 230-0827. Gabrielle I.
Edwards, Administrator After-school
Learning Center (718) 230-0827.
Sharmine Byrd, Project Coordinator
Summer Youth Employment (718) 622-
3271. E-mail to stmarysrv@aol.com.

n Better Brooklyn Community
Center Located at 408 Jay Street,
5th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201.
The better Brooklyn Community
Center offers a variety of services to
children, young people and adults.
Youth Programs: Summer Camp,
After-school Tutorial and
Mentoring. Arts: Music, Dance and
Drama Classes. Adult Education:
Pre-GED, GED (High School
Equivalency Preparation), and ESL
Career Services: Job-Placement

Assistance; Career Fair (January 24,
2005 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.).
Early Childhood Center: For chil-
dren ages 2-5. For more information
call (718) 624-1992 ext. 10; or visit
the web site at www.bkcenter.org.

n La Leche League For seventeen
years this program has provided sup-
port and information for breast-feed-
ing women. Pregnant women are
welcomed and advised to attend.
Meetings are held the second
Wednesday of the month at 10:00 am
at 138 Lafayette Avenue at the home
of Lucy Koteen, the volunteer orga-
nizer of this service. Lucy takes help-
ing telephone calls at 718-643-9219.

n Pratt Area Community Council
(PACC) PACC offers a variety of
services to community residents.

Housing DevelopmentÑHousing
Development works to preserve
and to develop quality housing for
low-, moderate-, and middle-
income residents in Fort Greene,
Clinton Hill, Bedford-Stuyvesant
and Prospect Heights. 

Community and Tenant
OrganizingÑCommunity and
Tenant Organizing, and Support
Services mobilize residents and
develop community leaders who
form tenant and block associations,
and confront broader concerns such
as gentrification and displacement. 

Economic DevelopmentÑPACC
launched its Economic
Development initiative in 1997
with the mission of creating
vibrant commercial corridors and
sustainable businesses. “We are
empowering residents, local busi-
ness owners and entrepreneurs to
increase their economic resources
by providing information,
resources, referrals and training.”

Home ServicesÑHome Services
creates and preserves home-owner-
ship opportunities through new,
affordable home development;

home-owner loan and grant pack-
aging; community presentations;
targeted outreach; one-on-one
counseling; referrals to lenders,
savings clubs, and direct access to
home-ownership opportunities. 

Property Management—This
area of service is currently in
development

For more information and to con-
firm dates and times of services for
other PACC offerings of shorter-
term nature call (718) 783-3549
x19 or check the PACC website at
www.prattarea.org.

n Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn
This community group is working
to promote neighborhood-friendly
development. Visit www.develop-
dontdestroy.org for information

n Brooklyn Children’s Academy 
Pre-school 122 Pierpont Street,
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The Community Bulletin Board Needs
Your HELP! We would like to make
this feature of The Hill a useful tool
for our neighborhood. Submit listings
for the Save the Date Section and
Ongoing Events in the late spring,
summer and fall of 2005 for inclusion
in our next issue due out in Spring
2005 by mail, telephone or e-mail to:
Karl Garlid, 111 Cambridge Place,
Brooklyn, NY 11238. Phone: (718)
789-6256   Fax: (719) 789-2690.
Email: norseone@hotmail.com

Brooklyn, NY 11201.  BCAP serves
children from the ages of 2 through
5.  For more information call Helene
Risman, Director, at (718) 403-9516

n Save the Date! May 21 and 22,
2005 - SONYA Studio Stroll (See
the article about SONYA in this
issue)

Clinton Hill 
Art Gallery

Paintings
Sculptures

154A Vanderbilt Ave.
(near Myrtle Ave.)

Brooklyn, NY. 11205

718.852.0227

Original Art For Urban Spaces

 

 

Philip L. Epstein, DDS
Daniel D. Epstein, DDS

FellowsSofSthe:
AcademySofSGeneralSDentistry

EDUCATION
AmericanSCollegeSofSDentists

ETHICS
Intl.SAssoc.SofSDentoSFacialSEsthetics

EXCELLENCE

Restorative Implant and Cosmetic Dentistry

304NDeKalbNAvenue
(cornerNofNWashingtonNAve.)
Brooklyn,NNYN11205-3733

T: 718.622.6200
www.clintonhilldental.com

South Oxford Space at 138 South Oxford Street- Second Floor, Great Room
between Hanson Place and Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn NY, 11217

Phone: 917-224-4773  Email: boycedee@aol.com

The building is ADA compliant with elevators and ramp.

Service.times.are.at.11:00am.on.every
Sunday.and.Christian.Formation.Classes

for.youth.and.adults.are.at.9:45am

We.are.Òuser.friendlyÓ.and.
nonPtraditionalp.ALL ARE WELCOMEA And
COME AS YOU AREp Casual.Dress.is.OKp

A.MultiPCultural.Congregation

A.Purpose.Driven.Church

Great.Live.Music

Brooklyn
Covenant
Ministries

Deborah & Rev. Conway Boyce, Pastor

We lost a wonderful friend and
neighbor when Isabelle
Garcia died in October.

Known to everyone as Elly, she and her
husband Winston moved  from Puerto
Rico in 1968 and opened EllyÕs market
on the corner of Clermont and DeKalb
in Fort Greene. They persevered through
the tough times in the neighborhood by
blocking up the front of the store with
stuccoed stone and concrete block. To
make the massive wall less forbidding, a
mural was painted over the entire sur-
faceÑa scene depicting the sun and surf
of her sunny Puerto Rico. She called
every customer her baby: she loved Fort

Greene and everyone who lived here. So Elly was delighted when last year
the original storefront was reconstructed, giving her a wide view out over
the neighborhood. Elly and Winston felt they were giving back to the
neighborhood by lovingly restoring their building, and we have been all
smiles. Elly will be fondly remembered by everyone for her kindness and
generosity. Winston took EllyÕs remains home to her native Puerto Rico for
burial and has returned to us. Our condolences go out to EllyÕs entire fam-
ily, and to her many friends.  

EverybodyÕs Baby: Elly Garcia
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Roslyn Huebener knows the community like no one else.
For the past 20 years she’s been dedicated to community service in

both Fort Greene and Clinton Hill.
And with over 23 years experience she has a thorough and compre-

hensive knowledge of all aspects of real estate transactions, and has the
charm and wit to handle any complications with intelligence and grace.

If you’re thinking of selling your house, co-op or condo, and want
the sale of your property handled professionally and competently...

Call Roslyn at 718-788-8200 x 11.
You’ll be glad you did.

And visit Aguayo & Huebener on the web at AHRLTY.com

“I sold my home through 
Aguayo & Huebener!”

In the late 1950’s whole blocks
surrounding Pratt were slated for
demolition. It was part of Robert

Moses’ misguided “urban-renewal”
program: the intention was to wall
off the Black spread of Bedford-
Stuyvesant from the downtown
neighborhoods. This didn’t work
and instead, we ended up with a
wonderfully integrated community.
While Bill Sikes was distressed by
the demolition of so many beautiful
brownstones, he found it fun to
prowl around the wide-open ruins
and to salvage architectural details:
a centerpiece from a marble fire-
place, decorative tiles, beautiful
brass doorknobs. Most people had
not discovered the value of these
objects, and they were free for the
taking. I met Bill on one of those
clandestine explorations. I thought
the houses were exciting (but
worthless) old ruins; he taught me
to appreciate the architecture.  Just
as Bill saw the potential in dusty,
broken, old furniture and restored
them, he also saw the potential in
brownstones.

Bill and I were married after he
graduated (with a degree in interior
design) from Pratt in 1960.  We
moved into the house that was
owned by the proprietor of the
Venice Restaurant on Myrtle
Avenue in 1963. When others were
fleeing to the suburbs, we bought
the old house in Clinton Hill. It was
a time when banks refused to give
mortgages in city neighborhoods:
we therefore had to get a mortgage
from the owner.

It wasn’t long before Bill became
involved in the community: helping
to start a block association on
Washington Avenue, gathering
neighbors for block clean-ups and
street fairs. In 1964, he joined
neighbors to create the Pratt Area
Community Council (PACC), an
umbrella group of block associa-
tions. They fought to keep empty
houses from being demolished,
worked with the police on a civilian
neighborhood watch, organized flea
markets, art shows and house tours.
Our house was on several house
tours (usually as a work in progress);
we were constantly painting, plas-

tering, rebuilding and stripping
paint. Bill discovered a speedy way
of removing paint by using a heat
gun and spread the word. PACC
changed its focus to advocating for
affordable housing and tenants’
rights and in the mid-70’s Bill
helped start the Clinton Hill
Society. It became the organizer of
house tours and promoter of the
neighborhood, and Bill, as usual was
at the center of things. One of his
favorite activities was the yearly
sidewalk sale held on our corner to
raise funds for the Society.

He was a founding member of
the Brownstone Revival Committee,
organized in 1968. It was a city-
wide group promoting urban town-
house living, sponsoring yearly
brownstone fairs to spread informa-
tion about mortgages, housing
issues, and renovation techniques
(where Bill demonstrated the heat
gun while stripping all of our shut-
ters). Several neighbors came here
because Bill welcomed them,
showed them our house, and con-
nected them with a brownstone that
was available. We were pioneers
here forty years ago, but now
Clinton Hill is much in demand.

Bill was a defender of the name
“Clinton Hill.” He argued against
those who would lump us together
with Fort Greene or Bedford-
Stuyvesant. He also mounted the
earliest effort to gain landmark des-
ignation for the neighborhood.

Bill always loved singing, and he
was one of the founding members of
the Brooklyn Contemporary Chorus

— an amateur group of more than
40 singers who have sung more than
100 concerts in neighborhood
churches and halls, with a repertoire
ranging from classical to folk music,
and even a rock cantata. 

He also sang in the choir at
Cadman Congregational Church and
was a pillar of the church. Over the
last twenty years he devoted an
enormous amount of time and ener-
gy to maintain the building: seeing
that the roof was fixed, spending
countless hours plastering and
painting, and sometimes going in to
work with the children at the day-
care center. When Bill retired, car-
ing for the church seemed like a
full-time job; he often worked there
for hours every day. He had a sense
of being part of a family at that
small church community.

Bill was a person who made con-
nections: a brownstone for people
who were looking for a house, a job
for a young graduate, workers to
help with renovations, a place for
several organizations to meet. He
connected the choral group with
Cadman Church when it needed a
place to rehearse; over the years, the
group often performed there and
Bill always made sure that the piano
and the organ were in good shape.

We raised our two children in
Clinton Hill, Bennett and Julia.
They went to the local PS 20 for the
early grades, where we were very
active in parent associations. When
they were older, we sent Bennett to
Saint Ann’s, and Julia attended The
Woodward School.  Bill always said

that the city was a great place to
raise kids. Our children have
become fine, strong adults with a
deep understanding of the diversity
of the world we live in.

Our home was always open for
community events, the newcomers’
party, the annual potluck Christmas
party, house tours, and flea markets
for Clinton Hill Society and the
Brooklyn Contemporary Chorus. In
the 80’s and 90’s, the flea markets
filled the basement for months with
boxes of treasures while a team of
Society members sorted and priced.
On the day of the sale, the sidewalk
would be crowded with tables and
dozens of volunteer workers. One year
the whole street was closed to traffic.

Sitting out in the backyard in
summer, we always welcomed
passers-by for a cup of coffee and a
little neighborhood gossip. Sweeping
the sidewalk was often an hours-long
event because Bill would stop sweep-
ing in order to pass the time of day
with a constant stream of friends on
the Hill. He will be missed by all of
us who knew him.

Lucy Sikes has been a resident of Clinton
Hill for well over 40 years.

I N M E M O R I A M

It wasn’t long before Bill
became involved in the
community: helping to start a
block association on
Washington Avenue,
gathering neighbors for block
clean-ups and street fairs.

Bill was a defender of the
name “Clinton Hill.” He
argued against those who
would lump us together with
Fort Greene or Bedford-
Stuyvesant. He also mounted
the earliest effort to gain
landmark designation for the 
neighborhood.

583 Myrtle Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11205
Tel: (718) 857-0074
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