

















Brooklyn
Covenant
Ministries

Deborah & Rev. Conway Boyce, Pastor

South Oxford Space at 138 South Oxford Street- Second Floor, Great Room
between Hanson Place and Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn NY, 11217
Phone: 917-224-4773 Email: boycedee@aol.com

The building is ADA compliant with elevators and ramp.

Clinton Hill
Art Gallery

Paintings
Sculptures

154A Vanderbilt Ave.
(near Myrtle Ave.)
Brooklyn, NY. 11205

718.852.022%
Original Art For Urban Spaces

clinton hill dental
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health
care
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Clinton Hill
Simply Art &

Framing Gallery U-STORE - Lock - KEep THE KEY

Specializing in

THE FINE ART OF CUSTOM FAX ¢« PHOTOCOPY ¢ MAILBOXES

PICTURE FRAMING

ORIGINAL ART
REPRODUCTIONS

PHOTOGRAPHY
RARE DOCUMENTS

Using acid-free

materials for all your

ot oo et s E L F s T o R A G E c E N T E R

PRESERVATION OR
DEcORATIVE FRAMING.

We truly custom frame.

718-522-5050

1 CARLTON AVENUE
BROOKLYN, NY 11205

583 Myrtle Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11205

Tel: (718) 857-0074
all work done on premises

Est. 1991

“l sold my home through
Aguayo & Huebener!”

Roslyn Huebener knows the community like no one else.

For the past 20 years she’s been dedicated to community service in
both Fort Greene and Clinton Hill.

And with over 23 years experience she has a thorough and compre-
hensive knowledge of all aspects of real estate transactions, and has the
charm and wit to handle any complications with intelligence and grace.

If you’re thinking of selling your house, co-op or condo, and want
the sale of your property handled professionally and competently...

Call Roslyn at 718-788-8200 x 11.

You’ll be glad you did.

Aguayo &
And visit Aguayo & Huebener on the web at AHRLTY.com H U e be n e r

Realty Group Inc
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Bill Sikes

by Lucy Sikes

surrounding Pratt were slated for

demolition. It was part of Robert
Moses’ misguided “urban-renewal”
program: the intention was to wall
off the Black spread of Bedford-
Stuyvesant from the downtown
neighborhoods. This didn’t work
and instead, we ended up with a
wonderfully integrated community.
While Bill Sikes was distressed by
the demolition of so many beautiful
brownstones, he found it fun to
prowl around the wide-open ruins
and to salvage architectural details:
a centerpiece from a marble fire-
place, decorative tiles, beautiful
brass doorknobs. Most people had
not discovered the value of these
objects, and they were free for the
taking. I met Bill on one of those
clandestine explorations. I thought
the houses were exciting (but
worthless) old ruins; he taught me
to appreciate the architecture. Just
as Bill saw the potential in dusty,
broken, old furniture and restored
them, he also saw the potential in
brownstones.

I n the late 1950’s whole blocks

It wasn’t long before Bill
became involved in the
community: helping to start a
block association on
Washington Avenue,
gathering neighbors for block
clean-ups and street fairs.

Bill and I were married after he
graduated (with a degree in interior
design) from Pratt in 1960. We
moved into the house that was
owned by the proprietor of the
Venice Restaurant on Myrtle
Avenue in 1963. When others were
fleeing to the suburbs, we bought
the old house in Clinton Hill. It was
a time when banks refused to give
mortgages in city neighborhoods:
we therefore had to get a mortgage
from the owner.

It wasn’t long before Bill became
involved in the community: helping
to start a block association on
Washington Avenue, gathering
neighbors for block clean-ups and
street fairs. In 1964, he joined
neighbors to create the Pratt Area
Community Council (PACC), an
umbrella group of block associa-
tions. They fought to keep empty
houses from being demolished,
worked with the police on a civilian
neighborhood watch, organized flea
markets, art shows and house tours.
Our house was on several house
tours (usually as a work in progress);
we were constantly painting, plas-

tering, rebuilding and stripping
paint. Bill discovered a speedy way
of removing paint by using a heat
gun and spread the word. PACC
changed its focus to advocating for
affordable housing and tenants’
rights and in the mid-70’s Bill
helped start the Clinton Hill
Society. It became the organizer of
house tours and promoter of the
neighborhood, and Bill, as usual was
at the center of things. One of his
favorite activities was the yearly
sidewalk sale held on our corner to
raise funds for the Society.

He was a founding member of
the Brownstone Revival Committee,
organized in 1968. It was a city-
wide group promoting urban town-
house living, sponsoring yearly
brownstone fairs to spread informa-
tion about mortgages, housing
issues, and renovation techniques
(where Bill demonstrated the heat
gun while stripping all of our shut-
ters). Several neighbors came here
because Bill welcomed them,
showed them our house, and con-
nected them with a brownstone that
was available. We were pioneers
here forty years ago, but now
Clinton Hill is much in demand.

Bill was a defender of the name
“Clinton Hill.” He argued against
those who would lump us together
with Fort Greene or Bedford-
Stuyvesant. He also mounted the
earliest effort to gain landmark des-
ignation for the neighborhood.

Bill always loved singing, and he
was one of the founding members of
the Brooklyn Contemporary Chorus

— an amateur group of more than
40 singers who have sung more than
100 concerts in neighborhood
churches and halls, with a repertoire
ranging from classical to folk music,
and even a rock cantata.

He also sang in the choir at
Cadman Congregational Church and
was a pillar of the church. Over the
last twenty years he devoted an
enormous amount of time and ener-
gy to maintain the building: seeing
that the roof was fixed, spending
countless hours plastering and
painting, and sometimes going in to
work with the children at the day-
care center. When Bill retired, car-
ing for the church seemed like a
full-time job; he often worked there
for hours every day. He had a sense
of being part of a family at that
small church community.

Bill was a person who made con-
nections: a brownstone for people
who were looking for a house, a job
for a young graduate, workers to
help with renovations, a place for
several organizations to meet. He
connected the choral group with
Cadman Church when it needed a
place to rehearse; over the years, the
group often performed there and
Bill always made sure that the piano
and the organ were in good shape.

We raised our two children in
Clinton Hill, Bennett and Julia.
They went to the local PS 20 for the
early grades, where we were very
active in parent associations. When
they were older, we sent Bennett to
Saint Ann’s, and Julia attended The
Woodward School. Bill always said

PAINTING BY LUCY SIKES

Bill was a defender of the
name “Clinton Hill.” He
argued against those who
would lump us together with
Fort Greene or Bedford-
Stuyvesant. He also mounted
the earliest effort to gain
landmark designation for the
neighborhood.

that the city was a great place to
raise kids. Our children have
become fine, strong adults with a
deep understanding of the diversity
of the world we live in.

Our home was always open for
community events, the newcomers’
party, the annual potluck Christmas
party, house tours, and flea markets
for Clinton Hill Society and the
Brooklyn Contemporary Chorus. In
the 80’s and 90s, the flea markets
filled the basement for months with
boxes of treasures while a team of
Society members sorted and priced.
On the day of the sale, the sidewalk
would be crowded with tables and
dozens of volunteer workers. One year
the whole street was closed to traffic.

Sitting out in the backyard in
summer, we always welcomed
passers-by for a cup of coffee and a
little neighborhood gossip. Sweeping
the sidewalk was often an hours-long
event because Bill would stop sweep-
ing in order to pass the time of day
with a constant stream of friends on
the Hill. He will be missed by all of
us who knew him.

Lucy Sikes has been a resident of Clinton
Hill for well over 40 years.
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INSURANCE Policy

for BROWNSTONE, BRICK, LIMESTONE

HISTORIC PROPERTIES
Houses Built in 1800's - early 1900's

3 Year Policy

L O W Fixed Cost
Easy Payment Plans
Better Coverage
Options Available
Owner Occupied
NON Owner Occupied £
Residential & Commercial

HERHEEER-R-

what’s good

FULL SERVICE INSURANCE AGENCY
All Coverages Including AUTO0 & BUSINESS

Call. TOM MASSOTTI, Your Fort Greene Neighbor
HIGH RIDGE Agency ® 1-800-626-0007 =

comes in the so necessary 16 oz tub

size with all the directions you'll need
for turning kinks to curls, $28 at:

40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE ‘€ BROKERS WELCOME ok Bt e

718.852.2600

SODAFINE 246 Dekalb Ave

718-230-3060

Gilbert Rivera
Proprietor & Neighbor

PARK AVENUE HOME CENTER

h THE QUALITY BRANDS YOUR PROJECT DEMANDS

HOME CENTER « HARDWARE
LUMBER & BUILDING SUPPLIES

¢ “How-To” Help Center for Do-it-your-selfers

e Materials and Powertools at Contractor’s Prices
¢ Kitchen and Bath Center

e Convenient Location—Parking and Delivery

At Park Avenue, you’ll find complete lines of fop construction materials
sold by knowledgeable, trained salespeople. From paint and hardware
o plywood and sheetrock, we’ve got it all, in stock and ready to go!

Stare Hours: Mon to Friday 7am-5pm
Saturday 7am-3pm

60,000 square feet of the supplies you need!

525 Park Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11205 Tel: (718)403-0100 e Fax: (718)522-7362
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